
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Public Art Project 
Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center – Exterior Artwork 
Budget: Approximately USD $118,000.00  
Eligibility: Artists or Artist Teams residing in the United States 
DEADLINE: Friday, April 5, 11:59 P.M. MST 
 
 
Introduction  
The City of Denver's Public Art Program seeks to commission an artist or artist team to create original 
public artwork for the exterior of the Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center, located at 4890 Argonne 
Way in Denver, CO. The goal of the public art commission is to create a landmark or icon for the 
neighborhood that celebrates the diversity and intergenerational nature of the recreation center’s 
ecosystem. An 11-member selection panel of community representatives, arts and design professionals, 
and civic leaders has been assembled to identify art opportunities and to select and recommend an 
artist or artist team for this project. The selection panel has identified a location for potential artwork on 
the exterior of the building, adjacent to a major throughfare of the neighborhood which connects 
schools, a grocery store, a park and a library.  
 
Denver Public Art is hosting a virtual pre-application meeting on March 12 at 5:30 p.m. for interested 
applicants. The meeting will cover project background and goals, and the application process for this 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ). Attendees will also receive information on www.CallForEntry.org 
through which artists may apply. This event will be hosted on Zoom. Interested applicants are asked to 
register to get information on how to join prior to the event. If you cannot attend, a recording will be 
available on the Denver Arts & Venues Vimeo channel. 
 
Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that the land Denver’s Public Art Collection occupies - - land where we stand, live, 
work and learn - - is the traditional territory of the Ute, Cheyenne and Arapaho Peoples. We also 
recognize the 48 contemporary tribal nations that are historically tied to the lands that make up the 
state of Colorado. Our nation was founded upon and continues to enact exclusions and erasures of 
Indigenous Peoples. May this acknowledgement demonstrate a commitment to dismantling ongoing 
legacies of oppression and inequities, as we intentionally honor and celebrate the Indigenous 
communities in our city and express our gratitude for their ongoing and significant contributions. Let’s 
not forget that this land was theirs long before we made it ours. 
 
Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center  
Green Valley Ranch is a local level recreation center in northeast Denver used by many community 
members, residents and students of nearby schools. It serves all generations of residents (from Active 

http://www.callforentry.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-art-commission-pre-application-meeting-tickets-847667374937


 

   
 

Adults to K-8 school kids), and is a hub for community members to gather and recreate. Its facility 
features include:  
 

• Mid-size multipurpose room for Active Adult programing  

• Large multipurpose community room used often for facility rentals 

• Weight room, cardio room, fitness and dance room 

• Gymnasium – Shared with Omar D. Blair School (K-8) during the day 

• My Denver/My Denver Prime – A free youth and adult membership access and programs 
 
Neighborhood Demographics 
Green Valley Ranch has a very diverse population. The population is 44% Latino, 26% African 
American/Black, 20% White, 6% Asian, 0.2% Native American, and 2.8% Other. Additionally, 27% of the 
community is foreign-born; a third of the community speaks Spanish; and a third of the population is 
under 18.  
 
Goals, Site, Media & Materials 
The selection panel members have set forth specific goals for this public art project with the hope of 
creating unique and inspiring works of art for the diverse communities that use Green Valley Ranch 
Recreation Center.  

 
Goals: 

• Artwork should explore the idea of creating a landmark or “icon” for the neighborhood of Green 
Valley Ranch. The selection panel is interested in commissioning an artwork that has a strong 
visual impact as seen by pedestrians and car users passing by.  

• Artists are encouraged to consider the diversity and intergenerational nature of the 
communities that use the Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center. The demographic makeup of 
the neighborhood, as well as the intergenerational nature of the groups that utilize the 
recreation center, makes the Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center a unique and important hub 
for the community. The selection panel is interested in the artwork as a way to reflect this 
uniqueness.  

• The panel is also interested in inviting artists who have direct relationships with Green Valley 
Ranch, and/or experience creating artworks that explore themes of intergenerationality, 
diversity and belonging.  

 
Artwork Site 
Finalists will be asked to create an exterior public artwork on the south end of the Green Valley 
Ranch Recreation Center, near the intersection of Argonne Way and Andes Court. The location is 
adjacent to a pedestrian and car thoroughfare that connects a park, library, schools and grocery 
store. 
 
Media & Materials: 
The selection panel is open to artwork in all media and materials suitable for outdoor display. 
Durability and ease of maintenance are important at this location. 
 

Maintenance & Durability  
This artwork will become a permanent addition to the Denver Public Art collection. All applicants must 
consider the issues of long-term conservation and maintenance of public art, along with time and 
budget. These projects are in the public realm and will be exposed to physical stresses, as well as being 



 

   
 

subject to vandalism. Public art projects should be fabricated of highly durable, low-maintenance 
materials. Finalists are encouraged to consult with a professional conservator prior to the submission of 
a final proposal. Artist proposals awarded contracts will be reviewed by the City of Denver’s Public Art 
Committee to ensure conformity with city standards of maintenance and durability, as well as 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. All finalists are expected to stay on budget and to 
complete work in an approved timeframe. 
 
Who May Apply 
This project is open to artists residing in the United States. Denver Arts & Venues is committed to 
building a public art collection that represents a broad diversity of artists and encourages applicants 
from historically marginalized and underrepresented communities, including artists who identify as 
Black, Indigenous, Latino/x, People of Color (BILPOC), people with disabilities, and members of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersexual, asexual, Two-Spirit+ (LGBTQIA2S+) 
communities. Denver Arts & Venues also encourages applicants at various stages in their career and 
applicants practicing a variety of artistic disciplines. 
 
Can a team apply? 
Applicants may apply as a single artist or multi-person collaborative group. If applying as a team, please 
submit one résumé for the team, with no more than one page per team member. 
 
Applying for these opportunities 
In response to this RFQ, applicants will be asked to submit the following items via www.CallForEntry.org 
(CaFÉ™).  

1. Six digital images of past work 
2. Résumé  
3. Statement of interest no longer than 2,000 characters  

 
From these applications, the selection panel will choose three to five finalists who will create site-
specific proposals and be interviewed in person or virtually. Artists will be paid an honorarium for this 
work. Artists/teams selected as finalists will be required to submit a Diversity & Inclusiveness Form for 
their proposals to be considered, which will be provided upon notification. As directed by Executive 
Order 101, this form must be submitted for all city solicitations of proposals. Denver Public Art staff can 
guide you in filling out this form.  
 
Based on the interview and proposal, an artist or artist team will be selected for this commission. The 
selected artist or artist team will work with the Denver Public Art Program staff, and Denver Parks & 
Recreation (DPR) when finalizing their designs for installation.  
 
Diversity and Inclusiveness 
Denver Executive Order No. 101 establishes strategies between the City and private industry to use 
diversity and inclusiveness to promote economic development in the City and County of Denver and to 
encourage more businesses to compete for City contracts and procurements. The Executive Order 
requires, among other things, the collection of certain information regarding the practices of the City’s 
contractors and consultants toward diversity and inclusiveness and encourages/requires City agencies to 
include diversity and inclusiveness policies in selection criteria in solicitations for City services or goods 
when legally permitted. Diversity and Inclusiveness means inviting values, perspectives and 
contributions of people from diverse backgrounds, and integrating diversity into hiring and retention 
policies, training opportunities and business development methods to provide an equal opportunity for 
each person to participate, contribute and succeed within the organization’s workplace. “Diversity” 

http://www.callforentry.org/


 

   
 

encompasses a wide variety of human differences, including differences such as race, age, gender, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity, physical disabilities, appearance, and historically 
underutilized and disadvantaged persons, as well as social identities such as religion, marital status, 
socio-economic status, lifestyle, education, parental status, geographic background, language ability and 
veteran status. 
 
Budget 
The budget for this commission is $118,000.00 USD which will be allocated to the artist/team selected. 
This contract amount is inclusive of all costs associated with the project including, but not limited to, the 
artist's design fee, other consultation fees such as structural engineering consultation, insurance 
(including Colorado Workers Compensation), tools, materials, fabrication, transportation, installation, 
any building or site modification required, travel to and from the site, per diem expenses, project 
documentation, a contingency to cover unexpected expenses, and any other costs. For all work done on 
city property, prevailing wage requirements will be applied. 
 
Timeline 
(Except for the online application deadline, the timeline is subject to adjustments) 
Friday, April 5, 11:59 p.m. MST   Deadline for entry (via CaFÉ™ system)  
May 2024   Finalist Selection  
July 2024   Artist Selection and Notification 
 
Project Selection Panel 
According to Denver’s Public Art policy, the project selection panel plays an active role in the acquisition 
of public art for the City and County of Denver. The Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center selection 
panel is comprised of 11 voting members and additional non-voting advisors. The selection panel is 
responsible for reviewing the site, establishing criteria for a request for qualifications, reviewing 
applications, selecting and interviewing finalists, and finally for selecting an artist or artist team for the 
commission.   
 
Selection Process 

1. Three to five artists/artist teams will be selected as finalists. Those selected will receive more 
specific information regarding the sites and have the opportunity to meet with community 
members from the selection panel, Denver Public Art staff and Denver Parks and Recreation 
staff. The finalists will receive an honorarium to prepare a proposal and present it in person or 
virtually. 

2. The selection panel will review the proposals, interview the finalists, and recommend an 
artist/artist team for the commission.  

3. The final recommendation of the selection panel will be presented to the Public Art Committee, 
the Denver Commission on Cultural Affairs, and the mayor of Denver for final approval.  
 

*All decisions of the City and County of Denver are final. 
 
Materials to be Submitted 
Please read this section carefully. Incomplete applications will NOT be considered. The applicant’s name 
must appear on all materials submitted.  
 
All materials must be submitted online, via the CaFÉ™ website (www.CallForEntry.org). There is no 
application fee to apply or to use the CaFÉ™ online application system. 
 

http://www.callforentry.org/


 

   
 

Digital Images—To be considered for this project, the applicant must electronically submit six digital 
images of previously completed artworks through the online CaFÉ™ system. Artists who wish to submit 
kinetic, sound or media works must submit a complete CaFÉ™ application and will have the opportunity 
to upload one video file.  
 
IMPORTANT: if submitting audio or video files, do not use them as your very first image. They must be 
submitted last in your image sequence. 
 
Instructions on how to format images to CaFÉ™ specifications can be found at 
https://www.callforentry.org/uploading-images-audio-and-video-files/. Assistance in using the CaFÉ™ 
system is available here: https://www.callforentry.org/artist-help-cafe/.  
 
If an artist does not have access to a computer, s/he/they may call (720) 515-5768 to make 
arrangements to use a computer at Denver Arts & Venues. 
 
To request this RFQ in an alternate format (such as Braille, large print, or accessible electronic format) 
please contact DisabilityAccess@denvergov.org 
 
 
Statement of Interest—Please submit a statement (2,000 character maximum) outlining the following: 

• Why the Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center exterior public art project is of special interest to 
you. 

• Your interest in or relationship to themes of diversity, intergenerationality, and “landmark” or 
iconic public artworks.  

• Your design approach and experience working on public art projects 

• Please also include information on your experience working with diverse communities and 
stakeholders. 

 
Résumé—Submit a one to two-page current résumé via CaFÉ™ that highlights your professional 
accomplishments as an artist. Please name your résumé file accordingly: Last name. First initial (i.e. 
Smith.J.pdf).  Résumés that are more than two pages will not be downloaded. If applying as a team, 
please submit one résumé with no more than one page per team member. 
 
Survey – Applicants will also be required to fill out a short demographic survey that will be part of the 
CaFÉ™ application. 
 
References – Applicants who are selected to be finalists will be required to provide three professional 
references. 
 
Please direct all questions about the project to: 
Hannah Leathers, Public Art Program Administrator, Hannah.Leathers@denvergov.org, (720) 515-5768 
 
 

https://www.callforentry.org/uploading-images-audio-and-video-files/
https://www.callforentry.org/artist-help-cafe/
mailto:DisabilityAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:Hannah.Leathers@denvergov.org


 

   
 

 
Photo of Green Valley Ranch Recreation Center  

 
Denver Arts & Venues complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, gender, or language. It is your right to request oral or 
written language assistance services in your primary language, if needed. Please contact Denver Arts & 
Venues at DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org and these services will be provided to you free of 
charge. 
 
Denver Arts & Venues የሚመለከታቸውን የፌዴራል ሲቪል መብቶች ሕጎችን የሚያከብር ሲሆን ቋንቋን ለማካተት በዘር፥ በቀለም፥ 
በብሔረሰብ፥ በዕድሜ፥ በአካል ስንኩልነት ወይም በጾታ ልዩነት አያደርግም። ካስፈለገ፥ በአፍ መፍቻ ቋንቋዎ የቃል ወይም የጽሑፍ የቋንቋ 
ድጋፍ አገልግሎቶችን መጠየቅ መብትዎ ነው። እባክዎን Denver Arts & Venues ን በ 
DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org ይገናኙና እነዚህ አገልግሎቶች በነጻ ይቀርቡልዎታል። 
 

ن على أساس ن الحقوق المدنیة الفدرالیة المنطبقة ولا تمارس التمیی   تمتث ل  Denver Arts & Venues لقوانی 
و اللون أو الأصل القومي أو العمر أو الإعاقة أو النوع لإدراج لغة. من حقك طلب خدمات المساعدة اللغویة العرق أ  

ي 
ونن ید الإلكیر  الشفھیة أو المكتوبة بلغتك الأساسیة، إذا لزم الأمر. یرجر التواصل مع  Denver Arts & Venues على الیر

 
 
 DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org . وسیتم توفی  ھذه الخدمات لك مجانا

 
 

Denver Arts & Venues သည် ဗဟ ိုအစ ိုိုးရ၏ အမ ာိုးြ ပည်သူရပ ိုငခွ်င မ် ာိုးဆ ိုငရ်ာ ဥပပဒမ ာိုးက ို လ ိုက်နာပ ိုး၊ 

လူမ   ိုး၊ အသာိုးပ ရာင၊် မူရငိ်ုး   ိုငင်၊ံ အသက်အရွယ်၊ မသနစ်ွမ်ိုးမ၊ ဘာသာစကာိုးအပါအဝင၊် 

အမ   ိုးသာိုးအမ   ိုးသမ ိုးအအဖစ်ခံယူမတ ို  က ို ပအြ ခခံပ ိုး ခွွဲြ ခာိုးဆက်ဆြံ ခငိ်ုး ြမပိုပါ။ လ ိုအပ်ပါက၊ 

ပ ြ ပာစကာိုးအတွကက်ဖပစစ် ပ ရိုးသာိုးထာိုးသည ် စကာိုးအတွကက်ဖပစ်စ အကအူည ဝပနဆ်ာငမ်မ ာိုးက ို 

သငအ်ဓ ပကြ ပာဆ ိုပ သာ ဘာသာစကာိုးြ ဖင  ်ပ တာငိ်ုးဆ ိုပ ိုငခွ်င  ်သင၌်    ပါသည်။ Denver Arts & Venues 

က ို DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org တ ို  တွင ်ဆက်သွယ်ပါ၊ ထ ိုအခါ ဤဝပနဆ်ာငမ်မ ာိုးက ို သင အ်ာိုး 

အခမွဲ ပ ပိုးပါမည်။ 

mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org


 

   
 

 

Denver Arts & Venues 遵守适用的联邦民权法律，并且不会因为种族、肤色、民族、年龄、残疾或

性别（包括语言）而歧视任何人。如有需要，您有权申请您的首选语言的口头或书面语言援助服

务。请联系 Denver Arts & Venues DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org，将免费为您提供此等服务。 

 
ن  پوست، تبار ملى فدرال است و بر اساس نژاد، رنگ   حقوق مدنن تابع قوانی  ،Denver Arts & Venues 

، خدماتاز یحق شماست کھ در صورت ن نی. ادھد یقرار نم ضی و زبان افراد را مورد تبع تیجنس ا یت  سن، معلولی  
 کمکزبانن  شفاھی یا   کتبر  بھ زبان اصلى خود Denver Arts & Venues بھ نشانن  ایمیل  DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.orgو

. لطفا با د یدرخواست کن  
شماره تلفن شود یبھ شما ارائھ م گانیخدمات بھ صورت را نیو ا د یی  تماس بگ  

 
Denver Arts & Venues respecte les lois fédérales applicables en matière de droits civiques et n’exerce 
aucune discrimination fondée sur la race, la couleur, l'origine nationale, l'âge, la situation de handicap 
ou le sexe, y compris la langue. Vous avez le droit de demander des services d'assistance linguistique 
orale ou écrite dans votre langue principale en cas de besoin. Veuillez contacter Denver Arts & Venues à 
DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org, et ces services vous seront offerts gratuitement. 
 

Denver Arts & Venues လူူၤပ ာ်မူၤထွွဲ၀ွဲဒ ် 

က ၢစ်ၢဖ   ်ကမ ၢၢခွ်ွဲိုးယာ်ဂ ၢ၀် သွဲစိုးတၢသ်  ်တၢသ် တဖ ်ဒ ိုး တပွဲာ်ထနံ ူၤဖိုးတၢ ်ဒ ိုးသန  ူၤသိုးလၢ ကလိုာ ်

ဖံိုးဘ  ်လွွဲၢ ်ကလိုာ်ဂံၢထ်ိံုး သိုးန ်ံ တၢန် ၢခ် က ၢဂ် ူၤတလၢပ ွဲူၤ မ တမ ၢ ်တၢက်ွဲမို ်ခွါ 

လၢကပာ်ဃိုာ်က  ာ်အဂ ၢဘ် လ် ူၤီၤႋ မ ၢန်တၢခွ်ွဲိုးတၢယ်ာ်လၢကဃ ထ  ်က  ာ်တၢတ် စၢူၤမူၤစၢူၤ 

လၢတၢစ်ံိုးကတ ူၤလၢထိုးခ  ် မ တမ ၢ ်တၢက်ွွဲိုးလံာ်ကွွဲိုးလွဲၢ ်လၢအမ ၢန်ဂံၢခ်  ်ထိံုးက  ာ်အဂ ၢ ်

ဖွဲအလ ၢအ်  ်န   ်လ ူၤီၤႋ ၀သံိုးစူူၤဆွဲိုးက ၢ Denver Arts & Venues ဖွဲ DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org 

ဒ ိုးတၢဖံ်ိုးတၢမ်ူၤတဖ ်အူံၤ ကမူၤစၢူၤနူၤလၢနတဘ ်လၢာ်ဒ ိုး တၢဘ်ူိုးတၢလ်ွဲဘ ်န   ်လ ူၤီၤႋ 

 

Denver Arts & Venues ले भाषा सामेल गनका लाि ग लागूयो फेडेरल नागरक ििधकार 

कानुनहको पालना गदछ तथा जात, वण, उि  रा, उमेर, िसता, वा ि लका आधारमा 

ि वभेद गदन। ियद आवक भए, आफ्नो प्रािथमक भाषामा मौखक वा ि लखत भाषा सहयोग 

सेवाहका लाि ग िनुरोध गनु तपाईँको ििधकार हो। कृपया Denver Arts & Venues लाई 
DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org  

मा सक गनुहोस् र यी सेवाह तपाईँका लाि ग ि नशु प्रदान गरनेछन्। 
 
Denver Arts & Venues соблюдает действующие федеральные законы о гражданских правах и не 
допускает дискриминации по признаку расы, цвета кожи, национального происхождения, 
возраста, инвалидности или пола, а также языку. Вы имеете право, если необходимо, запросить 
помощь в виде устного или письменного перевода на свой основной язык. Пожалуйста, 
обратитесь к следующему лицу: Denver Arts & Venues по DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org, и эти 
услуги будут предоставлены вам бесплатно. 
 
Denver Arts & Venues waxay addeecdaa sharciyada xuquuqda madaniga ee Dowladda dhexe oo ma 
sameeyaan wax takoor ah oo sal looga dhigo jinsi, middab, asal qaran, da’, naafonimo, ama lab ama 
diddig oo lagu daro luqad. Xaq baad u leedahay inaad codsatid adeegyo caawimaad oo af ah ama mid 
qoraal ah oo aad ku soo codsan karto luqaddaada koowaad in aad ku soo codsato, haddii loo baahdo. 

mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
mailto:DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org


 

   
 

Fadlan kala xiriir Denver Arts & Venues kala soo xiriir DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org oo 
adeegyadan ayaa lagu siin doonaa si bilaash ah oo wax lacag ah aan lagugu soo dalacayn. 
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