”. DENVER

' ARTS & VENUES

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

Public Art Project

Swansea Recreation Center — Exterior Artwork

Budget: Approximately $200,000.00 USD

Eligibility: Artists or Artist Teams residing in the United States
DEADLINE: Monday, February 5, 2024, 11:59 P.M. MST

Introduction

The City of Denver’s Public Art Program seeks to commission an artist or artist team to create original public artwork(s)
for the Swansea Recreation Center located at 2650 East 49" Avenue, Denver, CO 80216. A 13-member selection panel of
community representatives, arts and design professionals, and civic leaders has been assembled to identify art
opportunities and to select and recommend an artist or artist team for this project. The selection panel has identified a
location for potential artwork for the allocated total budget of approximately $200,000.00 USD.

Denver Public Art is also hosting a virtual pre-application meeting on Wednesday, January 23, 2024, 5:30 p.m. for
interested applicants. The meeting will cover project background and goals, and the application process for this Request
for Qualifications (RFQ). Attendees will also get information on CallForEntry.org through which artists may apply. This
event will be hosted on Zoom. Interested applicants are asked to register to get information on how to join prior to the
event. If you cannot attend, a recording will be available on the Denver Arts & Venues Vimeo channel.

Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that the land Denver’s Public Art Collection occupies - - land where we stand, live, work and learn - - is
the traditional territory of the Ute, Cheyenne and Arapaho Peoples. We also recognize the 48 contemporary tribal
nations that are historically tied to the lands that make up the state of Colorado. Our nation was founded upon and
continues to enact exclusions and erasures of Indigenous Peoples. May this acknowledgement demonstrate a
commitment to dismantling ongoing legacies of oppression and inequities, as we intentionally honor and celebrate the
Indigenous communities in our city and express our gratitude for their ongoing and significant contributions. Let’s not
forget that this land was theirs long before we made it ours.

Globeville, Elyria-Swansea Neighborhoods

The Globeville and Elyria-Swansea neighborhoods are located along the eastern bank of the South Platte River in north
Denver. In addition to the river, major physical landmarks in the neighborhood include the Denver Coliseum, the
National Western Center Complex, the Nestlé Purina factory, Swansea Elementary School and the newly built Central 70
Cover Park. In the mid-19th century, the area was highly valued by industry and commerce because of the flat terrain
and proximity to the South Platte River. With industry, especially smelting and meat packing, came settlement, housing
and a strong workforce. Industry, railroads and housing grew together over the years. Although the smelters are now
gone and the meat packing industry is diminished, a strong industrial presence remains, as does an established and
diverse residential community. Strong community cohesion and civic pride bolster the neighborhoods even when
presented with issues that cause major challenges for quality of life, including gentrification. Many significant changes
are on the neighborhoods’ immediate horizon, including new commuter rail transit stations, changes to I-70, and new
development at the National Western Center Complex.

Swansea Recreation Center
The outdoor pool at the Swansea Recreation Center is aging and needs a full replacement. Rather than replace an
outdoor pool that can only be used during the summer season, Denver Parks and Recreation will design and build a new


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-art-commission-pre-application-meeting-tickets-784737299387?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://vimeo.com/denverartsandvenues

indoor pool that will extend recreation possibilities for the community through all seasons. This project will provide an
additional building that includes an indoor pool and support services associated with the expanded programming
including office space, dressing rooms, storage and chemical rooms. This new pool will also address a significant aquatic
service gap as the nearest indoor recreation center pool is nearly four miles away.

Goals, Site, Media & Materials
The selection panel members have set forth specific goals and parameters for this public art project with the hope of
creating unique and inspiring works of art for the diverse communities that visit the Swansea Recreation Center.

Goals:

The panel is very invested in local history, cultural diversity, community pride and resiliency. The panel hopes to
see artwork(s) that reflect the rich cultures of the area, both current and historical. The recreation center serves
a large population of youth and the panel hopes to commission artwork that inspires young people to explore
their own creativity. Artists should demonstrate a connection to the community and/or the recreation center,
and the panel also encourages artists to incorporate a community engagement component, one that prioritizes
youth engagement. While not required, the artwork could be functional, offering a dual purpose such as seating.
Electricity to the site is available, providing lighting and/or kinetic opportunities for the artwork. The selection
panel encourages artists who have yet to receive a public art commission to apply for this opportunity.

Site:

The panel has identified the outdoor plaza or landscape bed as the two preferred locations for artwork. Art can
be sited in either or both areas. Finalists will have the opportunity to meet with the art selection panel as well as
Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI) and Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) staff, Denver
Public Art staff, and designers on the project to ask specific questions about the site.

Media & Materials:

Artworks could be created using diverse media, including, but not limited to stone, metal, plastic, concrete
and/or fiberglass; sculptural applications are preferred. The artist should consider the color scheme and
architectural design of the main entry. A rendering of the main entry is provided at the end of this document.
The selection panel is open to artwork in all media and materials suitable for outdoor display.

Maintenance & Durability

This artwork will become a permanent addition to the Denver Public Art collection. All applicants must consider the
issues of long-term conservation and maintenance of public art, along with time and budget. These projects are in the
public realm and will be exposed to physical stresses, as well as be subject to vandalism. Public art projects should be
fabricated of highly durable, low-maintenance materials. Finalists are encouraged to consult with a professional
conservator prior to the submission of a final proposal. Artist proposals awarded contracts will be reviewed by the City
of Denver’s Public Art Committee to ensure conformity with city standards of maintenance and durability, as well as
American Disability Act (ADA) standards. All finalists are expected to stay on budget and to complete work in an
approved timeframe.

Who May Apply

This project is open to artists residing in the United States. Denver Arts & Venues is committed to building a public art
collection that represents a broad diversity of artists and encourages applicants from historically marginalized and
underrepresented communities, including artists who identify as Black, Indigenous, Latino/x, People of Color (BILPOC),
people with disabilities, and members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersexual,
asexual, Two-Spirit+ (LGBTQIA2S+) communities. Denver Arts & Venues also encourages applicants at various stages in
their career and applicants practicing a variety of artistic disciplines.



Can a team apply?
Applicants may apply as a single artist or multi-person collaborative group. If applying as a team, please submit one
résumé for the team, with no more than one page per team member.

Applying for these opportunities

In response to this RFQ, applicants will be asked to submit the following items via www.callforentry.org (CaFE™).
1. Six digital images of past work
2. Résumé
3. Statement of interest no longer than 2,000 characters

From these applications, the selection panel will choose three to five finalists who will create site-specific proposals and
be interviewed in person or virtually. Artists will be paid an honorarium for this work. Artists/teams selected as finalists
will be required to submit a Diversity & Inclusiveness Form for their proposals to be considered, which will be provided
upon notification. As directed by Executive Order 101, this form must be submitted for all city solicitations of proposals.
Denver Arts & Venues Public Art Program staff can guide you in filling out this form.

Based on the interview and proposal, an artist or artist team will be selected for this commission. The selected artist or
artist team will work with the Denver Public Art Program staff, the Department of Transportation & Infrastructure
(DOTI), and Denver Parks & Recreation (DPR) when finalizing their designs for installation.

Diversity and Inclusiveness

Denver Executive Order No. 101 establishes strategies between the City and private industry to use diversity and
inclusiveness to promote economic development in the City and County of Denver and to encourage more businesses to
compete for City contracts and procurements. The Executive Order requires, among other things, the collection of
certain information regarding the practices of the City’s contractors and consultants toward diversity and inclusiveness
and encourages/requires City agencies to include diversity and inclusiveness policies in selection criteria in solicitations
for City services or goods when legally permitted. Diversity and Inclusiveness means inviting values, perspectives and
contributions of people from diverse backgrounds, and integrating diversity into hiring and retention policies, training
opportunities and business development methods to provide an equal opportunity for each person to participate,
contribute and succeed within the organization’s workplace. “Diversity” encompasses a wide variety of human
differences, including differences such as race, age, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity, physical
disabilities, appearance, and historically underutilized and disadvantaged persons, as well as social identities such as
religion, marital status, socio-economic status, lifestyle, education, parental status, geographic background, language
ability and veteran status.

Budget

The budget for this commission is approximately $200,000.00 USD which will be allocated to the artist/team selected.
These funds come from the City of Denver’s 1% Percent for Public Art Ordinance resulting from improvements made to
the Swansea Recreation Center. This contract amount is inclusive of all costs associated with the project including, but
not limited to: the artist’s design fee, other consultation fees such as structural engineering, insurance (including
Colorado Workers Compensation), tools, materials, fabrication, transportation, installation, any building or site
modification required, travel to and from the site, per diem expenses, project documentation, contingency to cover
unexpected expenses, and any other costs. For all work performed on city property, prevailing wage requirements will
be applied.

Timeline

(Except for the online application deadline, the timeline is subject to adjustments)

Monday, February 5, 2024, 11:59 P.M. MST Deadline for entry (via CaFE™ system)
March 2024 Finalist Selection

May 2024 Selected Artist or Artist Team Notification


http://www.callforentry.org/

Project Selection Panel

According to Denver’s Public Art policy, the project selection panel plays an active role in the acquisition of public art for
the City and County of Denver. The Swansea Recreation Center selection panel is comprised of 12 voting members and
one additional non-voting advisor. The selection panel is responsible for reviewing the site, establishing criteria for a
request for qualifications, reviewing applications, selecting, and interviewing finalists, and finally for selecting an artist or
artist team for the commission.

Selection Process

1. Three to five artists/artist teams will be selected as finalists. Those selected will receive more specific
information regarding the sites and have the opportunity to meet with community members from the selection
panel, and Denver Public Art Program, DOTI and DPR staff. The finalists will receive an honorarium to prepare a
proposal and present it in person or virtually.

2. The selection panel will review the proposals, interview the finalists, and recommend an artist/artist team for
the commission.

3. The final recommendation of the selection panel will be presented to the Public Art Committee, the Denver
Commission on Cultural Affairs, and the mayor of Denver for final approval.

*All decisions of the City and County of Denver are final.
Materials to be Submitted
Please read this section carefully. Incomplete applications will NOT be considered. The applicant’s name must appear on

all materials submitted.

All materials must be submitted online, via the CaFE™ website (www.callforentry.org). There is no application fee to
apply or to use the CaFE™ online application system.

Digital Images—To be considered for this project, the applicant must electronically submit six digital images of
previously completed artworks through the online CaFE™ system. Artists who wish to submit kinetic, sound or media
works must submit a complete CaFE™ application and will have the opportunity to upload one video file.

IMPORTANT: if submitting audio or video files, do not use them as your very first image. They must be submitted last in
your image sequence.

Instructions on how to format images to CaFE™ specifications can be found at https://www.callforentry.org/uploading-
images-audio-and-video-files/.
Assistance in using the CaFE™ system is available here: https://www.callforentry.org/artist-help-cafe/.

If an artist does not have access to a computer, s/he/they may call 720-865-5576 to make arrangements to use a
computer at Denver Arts & Venues.

To request this RFQ in an alternate format (such as Braille, large print or accessible electronic format) please contact
DisabilityAccess@denvergov.org.

Statement of Interest—Please submit a brief statement (2,000-character maximum) outlining the following:
e Your interest in the Swansea Recreation Center project
e Your relationship to or experience with the Globeville, Elyria and Swansea neighborhoods and/or the Swansea
Recreation Center
e Your design approach and experience working on public art projects
e Please also include information on your experience working with diverse communities and stakeholders


http://www.callforentry.org/
https://www.callforentry.org/uploading-images-audio-and-video-files/
https://www.callforentry.org/uploading-images-audio-and-video-files/
https://www.callforentry.org/artist-help-cafe/
mailto:DisabilityAccess@denvergov.org

Résumé—Submit a one to two-page current résumé via CaFE™ that highlights your professional accomplishments as an
artist. Please name your résumé file accordingly: Last name. First initial (i.e. Smith.J.pdf). Résumés that are more than
two pages will not be downloaded. If applying as a team, please submit one résumé with no more than one page per
team member.

Survey — Applicants will also be required to fill out a short demographic survey that will be part of the CaFE™ application.
References — Applicants who are selected to be finalists will be required to provide three professional references.

Please direct all questions about the project to:
Megan Deffner, Public Art Program Administrator, megan.deffner@denvergov.org, 720-865-5576
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Denver Arts & Venues complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, gender, or language. It is your right to request oral or written language assistance

services in your primary language, if needed. Please contact Denver Arts & Venues at
DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org and these services will be provided to you free of charge.
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Denver Arts & Venues respecte les lois fédérales applicables en matiere de droits civiques et n’exerce aucune
discrimination fondée sur la race, la couleur, |'origine nationale, I'age, la situation de handicap ou le sexe, y compris la
langue. Vous avez le droit de demander des services d'assistance linguistique orale ou écrite dans votre langue
principale en cas de besoin. Veuillez contacter Denver Arts & Venues a DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org, et ces
services vous seront offerts gratuitement.

ocC C
Denver Arts & Venues C\)lU)GlO(é\SP

OO'IQ)'I(QPO’)({ITI@ OJOO'IOODO) U)C 50) 0)(9?30 O)()O(X)?'L(QSU)% 8803%1038(\)1 (T)C\ljg

coc O c N C ’]

(DSOC)PC\)'I (')OC\)’)O'ICDS OD&?P CD'I:? (T.) 'L(I)C\TIO'I. @O’.)@'I o010 P@
° [e]

c (SN oc C O

C\)'I(T.)O’JQTJO’{PCQO'IU)PC\DID @1:?0’.)19 O’.)'IQD(\)'IOD(D(I)PO{PCD'IO’)O)H@'L@H

Co

C\)'IU)'IO)‘SOOO)'I.C\)'IQ)S@P GODG'I ONOO%C\)’)OOSC\)'I C\)139@1<?O1SPCD30’{P'3BO1

3D 9%35%90310 0208 mao (T{P Denver Arts & Venues ® DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
ﬁ 80’.)%@103(9?3’31 melo)m?lm@oooopmns" cmoo oomaoopipmlo

Denver Arts & Venues T HTST HTH THzhT Ao ?’I'I"]}ff Thevd TNER® fHUBR

HIITEED! U TGES 4T SiTd, a0Te, S e, IR, e, a1 foaeemT SR

SaNG Tae | g St WY, ST Wi HINTHT Hipkd a ez HTST 9ganT

HaTgEhT AT S@‘J T2 quse! f3eeR Bl pUYT Denver Arts & Venues TS DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org
AT e TR N R AT YaTge quTs T ot f39%]a UaM MeRAe-

Denver Arts & Venues cobntogaet aelictesyrolume penepanbHble 3aKOHbI O FPAXKAAHCKMX MPaBax U He AOMNYyCKaeT
OVCKPUMMUHAUMM NO NPU3HAKY pachl, LBeTa KOXKW, HALMOHANbHOIO NPOUCXOXKAEHUA, BO3PACTa, MHBANMAHOCTU UK NONA,
a TaK¥Ke fA3blKy. Bbl MMeeTe NpaBo, eciv HeobxoAMMO, 3aNPOCUTb NOMOLLL B BUAE YCTHOTO UM MUCbMEHHOIO NepeBosa
Ha CBOM OCHOBHOM f3bIK. [oXanyicra, obpaTuTech K cnegytowemy nuuy: Denver Arts & Venues no
DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org, v 3Tu ycayru byayT npefoctaBneHbl Bam 6becnaaTHo.
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Denver Arts & Venues waxay addeecdaa sharciyada xuquugda madaniga ee Dowladda dhexe oo ma sameeyaan wax
takoor ah oo sal looga dhigo jinsi, middab, asal qaran, da’, naafonimo, ama lab ama diddig oo lagu daro lugad. Xaq baad
u leedahay inaad codsatid adeegyo caawimaad oo af ah ama mid goraal ah oo aad ku soo codsan karto lugaddaada
koowaad in aad ku soo codsato, haddii loo baahdo. Fadlan kala xiriir Denver Arts & Venues kala soo xiriir
DAVLanguageAccess@denvergov.org oo adeegyadan ayaa lagu siin doonaa si bilaash ah oo wax lacag ah aan lagugu soo
dalacayn.
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