
Public Art 101: Applying for Public Art 

• Brief History of Program and Process

• Julia Alvarez, Callforentry.org, WESTAF

• Jill Goldstein, Public Art Archive, WESTAF

• Application Dos & Don’ts

• Jeanne Quinn, artist

• Q/A

• Meet Reps from regional programs and 
local fabricators



Denver Public Art – 30 Years!

• Established in 1988 by Mayor Peña 

• Ordinance #650 was adopted in 1991

• 1% of any capital improvement project 
budget over $1 million is set aside for 
public art

• More than 300 pieces installed since 1988

• Approximately 400 artworks



The Vision of the Public Art Program

• Site-specific and unique
• Artwork that speaks to its users:

• a location
• a group of people
• a time in history 

• Artwork that enhances an 
experience 

• Selected through a public process



Artist Selection Process  
1. Selection Panel Created

2. Panel Orientation & 
possible site visit

3. Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ)

4. Semi-finalist selection

5. Semi-finalist presentations

6. Finalist recommended & 
approved



Art Selection Panel

• THREE Community 
Representatives

• Artist
• Arts Professional
• Public Art Committee
• Denver Commission 

on Cultural Affairs
• City Councilperson
• Ad Hoc Advisors



Approval Process

• Selection Panel
– Approved by DCCA
– Identifies priorities for project
– Selects artist or artist team

• Public Art Committee
– Experts assess feasibility and troubleshoot problems

• Denver Commission on Cultural Affairs (DCCA)
– Appointed by the Mayor
– Approves  fair and transparent process

• Mayor of Denver



What May Be Considered Public Art

• Sculpture: all types 
• Painting: all media
• Graphic arts: printmaking, drawing…
• Photography, film and video 
• Mosaics, terrazzo 
• Crafts: Clay, fiber and textiles, plastics, glass…
• Earth works
• Light and sound art
•Temporary installations or time-based performance art –
with a permanent leave-behind.  



Not Considered Public Art

• Signage: wayfinding, advertising

• Mass-produced objects

• Reproductions of original works of art

• Landscaping, except where such elements are designed by the 
artist and are an integral part of a work of environmental art



Where do I find public art 
opportunities?

www.DenverPublicArt.org

www.CallForEntry.org



www.callforentry.org
Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO



FIND CALLS. APPLY!

Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO



ARTISTS
YOU'RE INVITED

to FIND A CALL + APPLY

callforentry.org

Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO







FIND a call
and APPLY.

Find another, 
apply again.

Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO



Steps to apply

STEP 1
STEP 2
STEP 3

Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO



ORGANIZATIONS
POST A CALL,

accept applications
from artists, and
JURY ONLINE

Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO



PUBLIC ART
Commission your public art projects 

through CaFE™ and preserve their legacies 
with the Public Art Archive™.

Powered by WESTAF | Denver, CO
www.publicartarchive.org



Public Art Archive™

Powered by WESTAF
Birds and Flora of Texas. Billy Hassell. 2010. Fort Worth, TX. 

Photo courtesy Fort Worth Public Art.www.publicartarchive.org

Get to Know the Landscape:







WHO WE ARE

The Western States Arts Federation is a 
regional non-profit arts service organization 
dedicated to the creative advancement and 
preservation of the arts. 

WESTAF is an experienced developer of technology systems 
that benefit the arts and creative industries. 



Dos & Don’ts

1. READ application carefully,  follow instructions
2. PHOTOS 
3. LETTER OF INTENT
4. Apply EARLY
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